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MEDICARE PART D EXPLAINED 

Who can get Medicare drug coverage?

•Anyone on Medicare (with either Part A or Part B) is entitled to drug coverage (known as Part 
D) regardless of income.

Do I have to sign up? 

•For most people, joining Part D is voluntary.  You won’t need to sign up if you have other drug 
coverage that is considered credible. Delaying signing up without credible coverage puts you at 
risk of incurring penalties for as long as you’re in the program.

What if I don’t take any prescription drugs right now?

•The same sign-up rules apply. Part D is insurance — you buy it so that it will protect you if and 
when you need it. If you don’t need any prescription drugs at the present time, enrolling in the 
Part D plan with the lowest premium in your area ensures that you have coverage if you 
suddenly need it, but at the least cost. You also avoid accruing a penalty. 



PART D 
ENROLLMENT
PERIODS

INITIAL ENROLLMENT PERIOD (IEP)

• This is the time frame for most people to sign up for Medicare. It runs 

seven months, starting three months before the month in which you 

turn 65 and ending three months after that month.

SPECIAL ENROLLMENT (SEP) FOR PART D

• In certain circumstances you can delay enrolling in Part D beyond age 

65 provided that you continue to have "creditable" drug coverage.

ANNUAL OPEN ENROLLMENT

Oct. 15 through Dec. 7

• Every year, open enrollment gives you the opportunity to review your 

existing Medicare coverage and, if you want to, change to a different 

plan for the following year. Use this period to switch from one "stand-

alone" Part D drug plan to another. 



Stages of Coverage



CREATING YOUR 
COMPARISON 
at medicare.gov



LOG INTO MEDICARE
OR input your zipcode, choose 

drug plan (Part D), click Start



Select I’m not sure and continue. 



Select Yes and click Next



Type in your medication and click Add Drug



Choose your dosage, quantity, and 

frequency then click Add to My Drug List 



Review your drug list and select Add 

Another Drug or Done Adding Drugs



Search for your Pharmacy



Select your pharmacy or pharmacies (up to 5)

Select Done



Choose 3 plans to add to compare.



First review Total drug 

+ premium cost by 

pharmacy selections

then click 

Plan Details



Review plan Overview 

and click Drug Coverage



Review drug coverage 

and copays by Pharmacy



THINGS TO CONSIDER 

A plan with the lowest premium in your area would keep your costs to a 

minimum while providing coverage you might need later on. A plan with 

a zero deductible would cover even very low drug costs immediately.

What if I use few or no 

drugs right now?

Not necessarily. Each spouse should consider plans separately, according 

to the drugs he or she takes. There are no price breaks or discounts for a 

couple joining the same plan.

Should a married couple 

choose the same plan?

For free, personal help in making decisions about Part D, call our office at 

805-687-3225

Who can help me make 

these decisions?



Plan Structure
Your potential 

needs in a PDP?



ENROLLING IN 
YOUR PDP

DON’T MISS THE DEADLINE!



ENROLLING IN YOUR PDP

• Do nothing!

Stay with your current plan?

• Call the “Non-Members” phone number or visit the 

website listed under the plan name on your comparison.

Enroll in a new or different plan?



CANCELLING YOUR OLD PLAN

You will be automatically dis-enrolled 
from your old Part D plan when you 
apply for a new plan. You do not 
need to worry about cancelling your 
old Part D plan. 



If you have questions or need assistance, please contact us at 

(805) 687-3225
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